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Greetings All!

Wow! Did the summer ever go by fast.  It seems like yesterday the leaves were 
budding and now they are turning into fall colours and even snow!  With all that 
happening, you likely have had your first rehearsal and maybe even have started 
on your Christmas music !

Be sure to call us to let us know if you need more gloves, polishing cloths or some 
music to fill in a gap in your repetoire – we can help!

 Camille       Susan
   

 
                                        

October  2018

Always friendly 
personalized service!
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The 18th International Handbell Symposium
August 6-11, 2018
Cairns, Australia

Together in Harmony: The Reef and Rainforest Ring
by Camille Ream

It was an honor to have been chosen to be the Canadian Director at the International Handbell 
Symposium in Australia this summer.  It was a first class event!   My husband Chris, and I 
had never been to Australia before so we were very excited to combine the IHS with some 
vacation time.

I was one of nine international conductors 
at the IHS and directed an original handbell 
composition Creator of Light (Aurora 
Borealis) by Canadian composer Erwin 
Stroobach from Ontario.  It was a bonus 
that Erwin and his wife Angelique were 
able to join us in 
Australia for an 
IHS rehearsal and 
the final concert.  
I even got Erwin 
to autograph my 
music! 
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Prior to heading to Australia, I worked with my ringers of Resounding Joy at First United 
Church and then an adhoc group of ringers from the Edmonton area.  I was especially thankful 
that I could talk with others who had previously directed the IHS including John Hooper, 
Tammy Jo Mortenson, Anne Hill and Jan Nordstrand.  

There were 13 Canadians  that travelled to Australia, 
including my sister Susan.  

It was wonderful to have Susan and her husband 
Glenn at the event with me to experience all the 

excitement and energy.  I will never forget the reaction by my husband when he walked into the 
rehearsal hall with me!  He was shocked and amazed about the number of bells and tables in the 
room.  He knew the IHS was a big deal but only really realized it when we actually got to the 
event!

Susan was one of the workshop 
leaders and presented a session 
on “Come on Ring Those Bells…
in Worship”.  She shared a variety 
of ideas with ringers and directors 
from around the world, including 
a Pentecost Processional where the 
ringers processed all around the 
common area of the convention 
center ringing and shouting out 
Pentecost phrases in time to the 
music.  Loads of cameras were videoing the processional so I am quite certain that it was out on 
Instagram and Twitter for all the world to see!  It brought great joy and laughter to all those who 
participated and also for those who watched.
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Directing at the International Handbell Symposium has been 
on my bucket list.  Music is such an important part of my life 
and over the past few years, I have become passionate about 
directing so to be able to direct ringers from around the world 
was a wonderful experience.  It was true confirmation that 
music is a universal language and when musicians join together 
from around the world, there is peace, love and joy present – 
it’s as if the molecule around us changed!

Here’s the link to the final International Handbell Symposium 
concert in Australia 

     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDd-IHIcBHU
 

Definitely worth grabbing a cup of tea, relaxing and listening to it!  Might inspire you to attend 
the next one in 2020 in Hong Kong! 
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Need a Clinician or Adjudicator?  
If you are looking for a clinician or adjudicator for an upcom-
ing workshop or festival, give us a call!  We would also be 
interested in coming to your rehearsal, to work with your 
choirs. We would be happy to help with your event. 
(Fees to be discussed.)

Servicing, Polishing and Maintenance

Need your bells or chimes serviced?  Handbells etc. is happy 
to do this for you! Imagine how wonderful it is to ring 
with polished and serviced handbells and chimes.  

Please give us a call and we can give you a quote! 

Music Preview Option
We continue to offer our music preview option. It has helped many of you 
choose the most appropriate music for your handbell or choirchime program. 
Call us with information about your choir and what kind of music you are 
looking for and we will choose some music that we think will suit your needs. 
We will send music for you to preview. We request that you return the music as 
soon as possible so that others may preview them. When you have made your 
choices, please call us or email us and we will process your order.

Malmark Handbells and Choirchimes® Loaners

PLEASE NOTE: As the Malmark reps for Western Canada, we 
have two, 3-octave sets of Malmark Handbells and Malmark 
Choirchimes® to loan to directors/teachers who are wanting 
to add them to their music program. Give us a call to get the 
details! (no charge for borrowing them!)

A Brief History of the International Handbell Symposium 
    by Sun-Joo Shin 
     – Executive Secretary of the Handbell Ringers of Japan
 
The history of the International Handbell Symposium dates back to August 1982 when David R Davidson 
(then president of the American Guild of English Handbell Ringers AGEHR) attended the National Handbell 
Workshop hosted by the Handbell Ringers of Japan (HRJ). During his visit as guest clinician, a need for an 
international gathering of handbell ringers was suggested. He, together with Kazuo Ohta (board member 
HRJ) and Sun-Joo Shin (then deputy secretary HRJ) decided to create the International Handbell Symposium 
where handbell ringers from all over the world can gather to participate and exchange cultures through the 
‘art of handbell ringing’.
The principal purpose for the International Handbell Symposium was to promote the flourishing of commu-
nication between nations, the spreading of handbells as art, and to extend the spirit of world peace through 
music.
The first International Handbell Symposium was held from 13th to 17 August, 1984 at the Humboldt State 
University, Arcata, California. It has been held every two years since then.
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The Classic Bronze
Handbell Ringing Society 

invites you to our 
upcoming ringing event!

The Classic Bronze Handbell Ringing Society has expanded their 
event to include Copper ringers as well as Bronze ringers!  We are 
excited to be able to offer these fantastic ringing opportunities and 
hope you can join us in the summer of 2019!

Classic Copper runs simultaneously with Classic Bronze.

                                       
  Directed by Michael Glasgow

Who? Ringers capable of sight reading
level 3 and performing level 4 and 5 music.

                      	     
	

Directed by Stuart Sladden
Who? Ringers capable of sight reading level 

2 and performing level 3 and 4 music.

When?  July 2 – 6, 2019
Where?  St. Albert United Church, St. Albert, Alberta, Canada

Why?  It will be challenging, rewarding, exciting and fun!
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Campayne for Layne” 
continues

	

Borealis Bell Ringing 
ALGEHR Discovery 2018

Fort McMurray, AB
October 13, 2018

There is still time to register!  

All the music is available 
through Handbells etc. 

Give us a call, get the mu-
sic ordered and you will be 
ready to start rehearsing!  

17th OGEHR Festival being held 
in London at Fanshawe Col-
lege. Featuring Stewart Slad-
den as mass conductor. 

All the music is available 
through Handbells etc. 

Give us a call, get the mu-
sic ordered and you will be 
ready to start rehearsing!

This year, our “Campayne for Layne” continues! 
Thanks so much for all your support.  Layne is now 
7 years old and attends Callingwood school in Ed-

monton, Alberta.  
Layne’s family 
and friends tye 
dye the gloves 
and $10 from the 
sale of each pair 
goes to Layne 
to help with his 
care. 

Wouldn’t it be great to have your choir ringing with 
these “happy” gloves?  Each pair is slightly different 
but if you like, we can make choir sets for you that all 
have the same colours in them!  We have a number 

of choirs across Canada that have done exactly that!  Gives us a call and we can 
help you make it happen!

   
Need ones in your school colours?   Let us know and we can make that happen.

 Each pair is made with love! 
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 Music Reviews 

Come, Emmanuel - Arr. Glasgow
34567 octaves with optional Choirchimes and opt String 
Quintet/Synthesizer
Level 3-

This is a beautiful contemporary Advent song by Twila Paris.  It 
is gentle, yet kind of haunting as we wait for the birth of Christ.  
Resounding Joy shared this piece in worship and started out with 
singing bells and a small ensemble singing the melody before the 
musicians actually began ringing the score. The score stands alone 
but if you have musicians in your area who play string instruments or 
a synthesizer who can join you, then I would certainly recommend it.  
It is also nice to have Advent music that is a little bit different than the 
traditional music that is usually heard.

The Moon of Wintertime with O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Arr Dennis   345 octaves opt Choirchimes®   Level 2+

This is a wonderful arrangement of both these pieces.  The addition of the 
Choirchimes® add wonderful texture and mystery to the arrangement.  My 
favourite part is the end when we are left awaiting the Christ Child with an open 
fifth chord!

O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus - Arr Shackely and Sherman
3456 octaves opt Flute   Level 3

I have always loved this Ebenezer hymn tune – I think as much as It is Well with 
My Soul.  The lyrics for this hymn are written by Samuel Trevor Francis after he 
had a spiritual turning point as a teenager, contemplating suicide one night on 
a bridge over the River Thames. Experiencing a renewal of faith, he went on to 
author many poems and hymns and was a preacher in addition to his merchant 
career.  The song compares Jesus’ love to the ocean in scope, emphasizing 
the limitless, unchanging, and sacrificial nature of God’s affections for the 
singer and all of humanity.  The addition of the flute adds to the depth of the 
arrangement. (Note: Flute part is sold separately.)

Caroling, Caroling - Arr Tucker
3456 octaves opt Sleigh Bells   Level 3

This Christmas piece flows beautifully. It is well known to all as it’s 6/8 rhythm 
moves it forward.  Although we think about it as a secular piece, the lyrics talk 
about joy, glad tidings and the King of Heaven so can be used in all settings.  
The sleigh bells are a must for this piece!

    

11245 – 12 Ave NW
Edmonton, Alberta
T6J6V6
1-800-578-BELL
(780) 437-9096

camille@handbellsetc.ab.ca

susan@handbellsetc.ab.ca
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Somebody’s Knocking at Your Door - Arr Arnold
3456 octaves opt Choirchimes® and Cajon    Level 3

The best part of this arrangement is the percussion parts!  You can do it on a 
Cajon or you can do the rhythm part with the lower tone having the mallet hit 
the table and the upper tone have the mallets click together!  Very creative way 
to do things if you have no Cajon!  Keep this spiritual moving and your audience 
will love it! 

 

 


