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Greetings to All!
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Wow! 25 years! Time
has flown by....read the
story of Handbells etc. in
this issue!

Handbells etc. continues to work hard to meet your handbell needs and we appreciate your support. Please let us know how we can be of help to you. Call or
email us for all your handbell needs!
And be sure to call us to let us know if you need more gloves, polishing cloths or
some music to fill in a gap in your repetoire – we can help!
Camille Susan

A Brief History of Handbells Etc.

Handbells etc
started 25 years ago with a vision to advance handbell ringing in
Canada. We were passionate about handbell ringing at that time –
just as we are today.
We started the business with $5000.00 start up money from our
Mom, Edith Galloway. Mom was always supportive of everything
we did and was especially excited that we were going to start our
own business.
We opened up our business bank account at the Royal Bank. No one at the bank even knew
what handbells were but they let us open the account anyways.
Many of you have met our Mom through the years. She loved to travel with us to any handbells events we went to in BC and Alberta. She attended all of our concerts when we rang
in Bronze Harmony and Jubiloso. The ultimate show of support and love for handbells was
when she donated handbells to First United Church in Fort Saskatchewan in memory of our
Dad. Susan directed that handbell choir there for many years and now Camille does.
Camille was working as a home care nurse and Susan as a teacher so all of the business work
needed to fit around our other jobs. Within a short time, we were able to pay Mom back. The
business grew faster than expected and we soon hired Shari Lange to work for us a couple
days a week. This was all pre-internet, pre-cell phones and pre-etransfer so it was quite different than it is now. Later, we had Melanie Samuelson, Wendy Hoskin and Bonnie Terleski
working for Handbells etc.
There were only a few companies that published handbell music – most of it was sacred with
some original compositions. We quickly started getting all the new releases so our customers
could review the printed music before deciding to purchase. Every choir had a piece of music
arranged or written by Cynthia Dobrinski as she included a lot of variety and techniques in
her music.
Susan Galloway became the Malmark Handbell representative for Western Canada. Handbells etc was soon not only selling Malmark Handbells but also Choirchimes® , mallets and
gloves. We soon realized that everyone always needs gloves so we needed to make sure our
stock was sufficient.
We soon started an “etc” line of gift items. All items were designed and made by local artists. One of our favorite designs was a Canadian Beaver ringing handbells! We had the design put on tshirts, travel mugs and sticky notes! Once items were sold or stock was low, we
would seek out another idea of what to make. At one point, there was a petition “Bring Back
the Beaver” by handbell ringers so we did bring that design back for a short period of time to
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keep our customers satisfied!
Sale
We travelled to various music, handbell, teacher or church conferences to help get our business
known as the people to call if you need something for your handbell choir. People were constantly amazed that we only did handbell and not other types of music. We sometimes wondered about expanding but as handbells was our passion, it made sense to just that!
To increase our knowledge and advance our business, we started attending the American Guild
of English Handbell Ringers National (now Handbell Musicians of America) seminars and
workshops. We were thrilled one year when we were able to go visit the Malmark Factory in
Pennsylvania to see how the bells are made and meet the people who made them!
Now it is 2019 and we are still going strong! Music has changed significantly and now we have
options of sacred, original and pop music arrangements. There are now many more community
and school handbell choirs than when we started.
Instead of everyone wanting to be a 3 octave choir, everyone is wanting to be a 5 octave choir!
Now, most choirs have handbells and Choirchimes® as well as an array of percussion instruments. Who ever thought 25 years ago that we would be ringing sixteenth notes and playing on
7 octaves of handbells and Choirchimes® ? Instead of just ringing, we now mart, mallet, mart
lift, sing and echo handbells. Then there is the brilliant idea of making a bell tree, ringing solo
music or even playing in a quartet!
All this has happened over 25 years. The most important part for us is that we have been able
to share our passion for handbells and advance the art of handbell ringing in Canada. As a by
product of this wonderful business, we have met such wonderful friends from around the world
who share the same passion as we do.
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25th Anniversary Sale!
We have a great sale of our in stock music – in honour of our 25th anniversary, all of it is 25% off excluding some of the reproducible music!!!
Call us or visit us to see what we have for you that
will help you with your repertoire this fall!
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Need a Clinician or Adjudicator?
If you are looking for a clinician or adjudicator for an upcoming
workshop or festival, give us a call! We would also be interested in coming to your rehearsal, to work with your choirs. We
would be happy to help with your event.
(Fees to be discussed.)
	
  

Servicing, Polishing and Maintenance

Need your bells sor chimes serviced? Handbells etc. is happy to do this for you!
Imagine how wonderful it is to ring with polished and serviced handbells and
chimes. Leave them with us over the summer and we will have them ready for
uyour first rehearsal in September
Please give us a call and we can give you a quote!

Music Preview Option

Music Preview
Option

We continue to offer our music preview option. It has helped many of you
choose the most appropriate music for your handbell or choirchime program.
Call us with information about your choir and what kind of music you are
looking for and we will choose some music that we think will suit your needs.
We will send music for you to preview. We request that you return the music as
soon as possible so that others may preview them. When you have made your
choices, please call us or email us and we will process your order.

Malmark Handbells and Choirchimes® Loaners
Do you want to have handbells at your new school or church? Do you want
to start a community choir? As the Malmark reps for Western Canada, we
have Malmark Handbells and Malmark Choirchimes® to loan to directors/
teachers who are wanting to add them to their music program. Give us a
call at 780-437-9096 to get the details! (no charge for borrowing them!)
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Upcoming Handbell Events

The most extraordinary 2019
handbell event in Canada!

The Classic Bronze
Handbell Ringing Society
invites you to our
upcoming ringing event!
The Classic Bronze Handbell Ringing Society has expanded their
event to include Copper ringers as well as Bronze ringers!

Directed by Michael Glasgow

	
  

Directed by Stuart Sladden
Concert: July 6, 2019
Where? St. Albert United Church
When? 7:00 p.m.
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How do you get to Carnegie Hall?

How do you get to Carnegie Hall?
Practice, Practice Practice! That’s exactly what will
be happening soon for many handbell ringers!
Can you imagine how excited the ringers are to be able to
be part of “The Great Christmas Ring’! Ringers will be performing from the tier level in Isaac Stern Auditorium at Carnegie Hall under the direction of Kevin McChesney on
December 1, 2019. This is an amazing opportunity to ring in
one of the world’s greatest concert halls. The Canadians who
we know are ringing at Carnegie Hall include Emmy Okazawa-Bortolin and Anke Kelker from Jubiloso! Bells of Concordia, Barb Chandler, Adele Chandler, Mary Calder, Cindy Camp
and Stacey Brennan from United Harmony in Sherwood Park,
and Susan Galloway and Camille Ream from Handbells etc.
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TremBELLing Aspen Hand
bell Discovery
October 18 and 19, 2019 at Sherwood
Park United Church in Sherwood Park
We welcome our guest clinician
Damien Lim from Singapore who will
be sharing his handbell and percussion expertise.
Registration available August 15 on line at www.algehr.org
DAMIEN LIM YONG SENG
Founder, Music & Executive Director of Ministry of Bellz
A Premier Singaporean Handbells Ensemble
Born into a family of musicians, Baba Damien received
his early music training under the instruction of his lateBandmaster Dad, Nicholas Lim & was a member of the
Singapore Schools Percussion Band & HeartBeat Percussion
Band under Syed Ibrahim BHM. He studied the electone
organ with Maria Goh & Ronnie Tan, orchestral percussion
with Lim Meng Keh, composition with John Howard (UK)
& Eugene Dairianathan, handbells with Emily Li (HK) &
Kevin Ko (HK) & conducting with John Hooper (Canada).
In 2007, Damien funded & founded the award-winning
Ministry of Bellz (MOB), which was awarded the Gold
with Honours at the Hong Kong International Handbell
Olympics 2013. For his contributions to the local arts
scene, he was nominated for the Singapore Youth
Awards 2007, NAC Young Artist Award 2007 & 2011 &
Spirit of Enterprise Award 2009. Damien is a recipient of
the “Friend of the Arts Award” in 2012 & again in 2014
by the National Arts Council as well as the “Exhibition
Award” by the Trinity College of Music (UK) in 2005.
A well-travelled musician, Damien has performed,
taught & conducted in no less than 25 countries,
including UK, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Japan,
Egypt, Turkey, France, USA, Brunei, Ireland, Austria.
He enjoys sharing his music with the
young and lives by his motto:
“To Educate, To Share, To Inspire”.
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Our “Campayne for Layne” continues! Thanks so
much for all your support. Layne is now 7 years old
and attends Callingwood school in Edmonton, Alberta. Layne’s family and friends tye dye the gloves and
$10 from the sale of each pair goes to Layne to help
with his care.
Wouldn’t it be great to have your choir ringing with
these “happy”
gloves? Each
pair is slightly
different but if
you like, we can
make choir sets
for you that all
	
   Campayne for
have the same
Layne” continues
colours in them!
We have a number of choirs across Canada that have done exactly that! Gives
us a call and we can help you make it happen!

	
  

Need ones in your school colours? Let us know and we can make that happen.
Each pair is made with love!
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